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On December 16, 2024, Chuuk State convened its inaugural meeting of the Environmental
Working Group (SEWG) as part of the GEF7 Land Degradation Neutrality Project. This
meeting welcomed both new and returning members from a diverse array of organizations,
including the Chuuk State Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Chuuk Power Utility
Corporation (CPUC), Department of Environmental Health and Sanitation, Department of
Agriculture (DOA), Chuuk Disaster Emergency Operating Center (CDOC), Chuuk Youth
Council, Chuuk Women’s Council, Cooperative Research Extension (CRE), and the Chuuk
Land Commission, fostering a collaborative environment aimed at advancing the objectives of
the project.

The Chuuk State Engagement Officer, Mr. Adriel T. Setik, delivered a comprehensive
presentation on the GEF7 LDN project, detailing its goals, current progress, and key
milestones. This was followed by an in-depth discussion regarding Chuuk’s 2025 Annual Work
Plan (AWP) for the GEF7LDN project, emphasizing key activities and objectives for the
upcoming year.

The primary purpose of the meeting was to formally revive the Chuuk State Environmental
Working Group for the GEF-7 project. This gathering provided a platform for raising
awareness about the project’s current status and furthered a deeper understanding of the 2025
Annual Work Plan and Budget.

In addition, the SEWG agreed to proceed with the establishment of a Community Working
Group, which will actively engage village chiefs and landowners in the decision-making
process for the demonstration site under Component 3 of the project. The group demonstrated
a strong understanding of their respective roles and responsibilities within the scope of the
project.

The next meeting of the Chuuk State Environmental Working Group was scheduled for
January 15, 2024, as proposed by Acting Director of Agriculture, Mr. Harman Mailo, and
seconded by Mr. Mj Martin from the Department of Sanitation.
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