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International Seabed Authority Annual Report 2020 

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


Minerals are non-renewable resources (at least within human timeframes) but mining them is now apparently a sustainable enterprise, not a one-way street of exploitation. ISA provides an international and transparent forum to regulate and manage all mineral resources related activities and ensure protection of the marine environment in the “Area”, the deep seabed and subsoil beyond national jurisdiction, for the benefit of all humanity.
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Global Reef Expedition - Pacific Ocean

 SPREP Environmental Monitoring and Governance (EMG)

 Coastal and Marine


The Khaled bin Sultan Living Oceans Foundation completed field research for one of the largest coral reef studies in history: the Global Reef Expedition. The Expedition travelled around the globe surveying some of the most remote reefs on the planet, conducting research to assess coral reef ecosystem health and resiliency.

The Global Reef Expedition visited many countries in the Pacific Ocean to assess the health and resiliency of their coral reef ecosystems. See links below for more information, reports and maps.
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World Database on Protected Areas

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land  Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


The World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA) is the most comprehensive global database of marine and terrestrial protected areas, updated on a monthly basis, and is one of the key global biodiversity data sets being widely used by scientists, businesses, governments, International secretariats and others to inform planning, policy decisions and management. The WDPA is a joint project between UN Environment and the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
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CSIRO Bioregions of the South West Pacific Ocean

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


This project has developed sub-regional bioregionalisations for the western-south Pacific Ocean, through expert workshops and novel statistical analysis of physical and biological data. This combines approaches CSIRO developed in Australia, used in the Bay of Bengal (in collaboration with BOBLME) with similar approaches that have been used throughout the Indian and Pacific Oceans to derive a single combined bioregionalisation.
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From happy hour to hungry hour: Logging, fisheries and food security in Malaita, Solomon Islands

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme




This study by WorldFish assesses the local impacts of logging on food security, fisheries and well-being in Malaita.
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An assessment of the risks and impacts of seabed mining on marine ecosystems

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


Comprehensive assessment of the risks and impacts of seabed mining on marine ecosystems by Fauna and Flora International.
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Pacific Women in Geospatial Magazine

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme




The geospatial industry is a growing industry all over the world and here in the Pacific, there exists a hub (magazine) for women to collaborate, support, STEM and promote the profession to girls in school.

FUGRO has sponsored the printing of this magazine to enable the distribution of “Pacific Women in Geospatial” to the girls and women in remote areas that have limited access to the internet.
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Coastal Ecosystem-based Rehabilitation Guide

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


This guide helps communities understand the pressures people may place on beaches and suggests how natural processes or ecosystem based approaches can be used can encourage sand to come back and stay put.
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Freedom of Information Legislation in the Pacific - Discussion Paper

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme




The guide seeks to rekindle debate and discussion about the value of freedom of information laws, as well as to provide a practical roadmap for their introduction, where necessary.

The guide is in three parts.

Part 1 traces developments in the field across the Pacific

Part 2 examines the principles necessary to underpin sound freedom of information laws.

Part 3 identifies 13 key elements needed for proper and effective freedom of information legislation.
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Regional Inform Meeting Draft Report 2019

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme




Draft report of the Regional Inform Meeting held August 2019 for comments from meeting participants
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Coastal proximity of populations in 22 Pacific Island Countries and Territories

 Pacific Data Hub

 Land  Coastal and Marine


A recently published paper, titled “Coastal proximity of populations in 22 Pacific Island Countries and Territories” details the methodology used to undertake the analysis and presents the findings. **Purpose** * This analysis aims to estimate populations settled in coastal areas in 22 Pacific Island Countries and Territories (PICTS) using the data currently available. In addition to the coastal population estimates, the study compares the results obtained from the use of national population datasets (census) with those derived from the use of global population grids.
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Inform Beats

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme




Short, quick pops of information to help enhance your speeches, media interviews and soundbites, presentations and general message sharing when it comes work done by Pacific islands with support from the Inform Project on environmental data use in the Pacific.
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Mapping Mining to SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals)

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land


The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) represent the world’s plan of action for social inclusion, environmental sustainability and economic development. The mining industry has an unprecedented opportunity to mobilize significant human, physical, technological and financial resources to advance the SDGs.
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Noumea Convention

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Atmosphere and Climate  Land  Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine  Inland Waters


The Convention for the Protection of Natural Resources and Environment of the South Pacific Region (1986) is also known as the SPREP Convention or Noumea Convention. The Convention has two Protocols that also entered into force in 1990. This Convention is the major multilateral umbrella agreement in the Pacific Region for the protection of natural resources and the environment.
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Mapping Ocean Wealth Explorer

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


The Mapping Ocean Wealth data viewer is a live online resource for sharing understanding of the value of marine and coastal ecosystems to people. It includes global maps, regionally-specific studies, reference data, and a number of “apps” providing key data analytics. Maps and apps can be opened according to key themes or geographies. The navigator the left of the maps enables you to add or remove any additional map layers as you explore. Information keys explain how the maps were made and provide additional links. Further information and resources can be found on Oceanwealth.org
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Framework for Pacific Regionalism

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Atmosphere and Climate  Land  Biodiversity  Built Environment  Coastal and Marine  Culture and Heritage  Inland Waters


Forum Leaders embrace Pacific regionalism as: 

*The expression of a common sense of identity and purpose, leading progressively to the sharing of institutions, resources, and markets, with the purpose of complementing national efforts, overcoming common constraints, and enhancing sustainable and inclusive development within Pacific countries and territories and for the Pacific region as a whole*

Principal objectives are;
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Vision for effective and streamlined reporting in the Pacific

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme




A workshop was jointly convened by the Pacificc Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS) and SPREP in March 2012 in Fiji

to provide a vision for more effective and streamlined reporting in the Pacific region.
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SPREP core national environment indicators 

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Atmosphere and Climate  Land  Biodiversity  Built Environment  Coastal and Marine  Culture and Heritage  Inland Waters


This list of indicators was developed through the Inform project at SPREP for use by Pacific Islands countries (PICs) to meet their national and international reporting obligations. The indicators are typically adopted by PICs for their State of Environment reports and are intended to be re-used for a range of MEA and SDG reporting targets. The indicators have been designed to be measurable and repeatable so that countries can track key aspect of environmental health over time.
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Inform Project Regional Meeting 2019

 SPREP Environmental Monitoring and Governance (EMG)

 Atmosphere and Climate  Land  Biodiversity  Built Environment  Coastal and Marine  Culture and Heritage  Inland Waters


The objective of this regional meeting is to build the capacity of the 14 project target countries, with an aim to build an open data community amongst the users of the national data portals and inform outputs. This is intended to improve south-south collaboration, enhance the opportunity for sustainability and increase the feeling of ownership and belonging amongst the project countries. 

This will be delivered by real world application of Inform developed processes and tools, focused on a common area to all countries; protected areas.
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El Niño and its Relationship to Changing background Conditions in the Tropical Pacific Ocean

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Atmosphere and Climate


This paper addresses the question of whether the increased occurrence of central Pacific (CP) versus Eastern

Pacific (EP) El Niños is consistent with greenhouse gas forced changes in the background state of the tropical Pacific as inferred from global climate change models.

The analysis uses high‐quality satellite and in situ ocean data combined with wind data from atmospheric reanalyses for the past 31 years (1980–2010).
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Supported by the SPREP Inform project.
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